Every month FSG Australia hosts an Unmet Needs Forum. If anyone (either FSGA staff or representatives of other agencies) would like to attend this meeting please contact vickib@fsg.org.au or alisonb@fsg.org.au to RSVP.  Below are the minutes from the February  2011 meeting for your interest.   ALL MEETINGS AT HEAD OFFICE DEMAND AVENUE 

FSG Australia Unmet Needs Forum Thursday 5 May  2011  

Present:  Vicki Batten;  Kathy Lane; Valerie Darney; Tracey Slater; Julie Dare; Annette Osborne 

Apologies: Scott Windus; Kim  West

	Issue
	Further info
	Possible Solution(s) 

	
	
	

	Early intervention 
	Where does a parent go for support when they have:

An intellectual disability and needs some assistance to help them through basic living skills and parenting OR they are parenting a child with a disability and are isolated and receiving very minimal assistance. 
	We need resource centres for these families which also offer child minding whilst the parent/s are receiving counselling; support; basic skills training; parenting assistance/training; assistance to utilise informal supports; assistance to link back into their community; assistance to manage better between respite periods. 

	Respite for families of children with a disability 
	Respite is not a word that FSG uses and therefore the Unmet needs group is encouraged to consider these times away from families as a holiday (for both). However, for the purpose of this discussion we considered that respite gave more clarity to the issue. There is currently one ‘respite’ house for children with a disability on the Gold Coast which services families as far away as Beaudesert. This is Orana which has not been refunded for over 10 years and has a very large waiting list. 
	Obviously there is a need for another Orana ,in fact two- north and south. But there is also a need for less structured types of respite where a child can be out for the day leaving the parents to engage in other essential activities. The obvious day respite would be in a child care but it is increasingly obvious that many children with a disability are unable to access day care either due to the severity of their disability or the day cares inability to manage children with even mild disability. FSG did attempt 10 years ago to open a day care service (which would have been open to ALL children) but this was blocked by a beauacracy which claimed that daycare centres would not be funded for CBB if the total attendance comprised of more than 10%  of children with a disability???
FSG will continue to explore the possibility of opening a daycare service which recognises that ALL Children have a need for individual and thoughtful attention to their needs whilst they are away from their parents. 

	Current adult respite and why families need more than that 
	Whether they are respite homes or holiday houses we all recognise that there are not enough of them. But more importantly whilst we may be meeting the needs of some families who need this break, we are not taking the time to ask ‘why’ they need this break and then assisting them to manage better between breaks. 
	FSG is considering opening a house/resource centre for the families of people who access FSG respite/holiday homes in order to better resource them between respite breaks. 

	Alternatives to admission to MH units 
	It is apparent that often people with a mental illness are presenting to mental health units as ‘unwell’ when often they just needed some support and assistance. There is a need for a resource centre where people can seek this support and where hopefully they can be assessed and resourced or referred when necessary. 
	With an expected outcome of educed admissions and reduced bed days make this a resource centre that we have to have!

	Transport, Transport, Transport 
	We have had reports of situations where children are no longer accessing ‘outside’ activities whilst they are at school, such as Riding for the Disabled’ as the school can no longer transport them to the venues. Coupled with regional issues (distance) such as they have in Coomera. Beenleigh and Logan, we have a lot of people staying home or not able to access activities/ social venues/ work. 
	It was agreed that in fact there are a lot of transport solutions but perhaps knowledge of them is not great. Some to consider are:
Council cabs
Courtesy buses

Taxi Vouchers

Mobility Office transport

Community Bus schemes (such as in Pacific Pines)


Next Meeting THURSDAY  2nd June at DEMAND AVE 2pm 
