Every month FSG Australia hosts an Unmet Needs Forum. If anyone (either FSGA staff or representatives of other agencies) would like to attend this meeting please contact vickib@fsg.org.au or alisonb@fsg.org.au to RSVP.  Below are the minutes from the February  2011 meeting for your interest.   ALL MEETINGS AT HEAD OFFICE DEMAND AVENUE 

FSG Australia Unmet Needs Forum Thursday 7th April  2011  

Present:  Vicki Batten;  Kathy Lane; Valerie Darney; Christine Welch 
Apologies: Scott Windus; Sandy Colgan; Kim  West; Annette Osborne 
	Issue
	Further info
	Possible Solution(s) 

	
	
	

	Supporting parents who have a disability
	FSGA continue to be approached by parents, advocacy agencies and carers seeking in-home support.  They are keen to understand how to build routines in their home, make friends, how to build on what they can do as parents.
	Centres where parents with a disability can access:
Basic parenting; budgeting; self help classes.
Possible through the existing Family Centrals on the Gold Coast (FSG Australia operate 3) however a small amount of funding would be required to sustain these 

	Accommodation for mothers and children 
	Families living in cars in the Gold Coast region continues  to be an issue that we are facing with more regularity. We have occasionally been able to provide a tent and assistance to pay for a week or two camp fees at Gold Coast camp grounds but hardly ideal
	Transition housing for mothers and children- not just short tern accommodation. This Transition service should provide:

Assistance to secure longer term housing

Assistance to access  Centrelink assistance

Assistance to gather together the basic necessities  required for a home 

Basic budgeting training

Basic parenting training 

	Accommodation for homeless Youth 
	NOT JUST A DAY YOUTH CENTRE- 24/7 drop in care 
	A service willing to link these young people back into their community and willing to work with their family to assist repatriation!

	Domestic services to people in  heir own homes 
	Currently people with a disability or the aged who are eligible for domestic assistance receive a very cursory 1- 1 ½ hr cleans. These do not include laundry assistance and often do not include wet area cleaning. 
	There is a need for more domestic assistance for those who wish to remain in their own homes but can not manage the chores  to do so. FSG GREEN CLEAN does offer a service but this is not funded and therefore limited 

	Vacation Care for 12-19year olds 
	Parents do not get the Child Care subsidy for children aged 12-19 years. This is limiting their options for after school and vacation care. 
	Vacation Care facilities to encourage these parents to visit Centrelink to discuss this and if unsuccessful o contact their local members 
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